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pages cm Includes bibliographical references and index. ISBN 978-1-107-03544-7 -ISBN 978-1-107-68255-9 (pbk.) 1. Husserl, Edmund, 1859 -1938 . 2. Heidegger, Martin, 1889 Beyond these formal acknowledgments, I have benefi tted immensely, in a variety of ways, from a large number of individuals and institutions during the decade or so in which I was working on these papers. My greatest debt of gratitude, however, is to John Haugeland, to whom this book is dedicated. It was reading his work that got me thinking in a new way about what the "topic" of phenomenology is, and his friendship over many years sustained my eff orts to work within the horizon that his thinking opened up. His writings are exemplary of what truly independent philosophical refl ection can accomplish, and his voice is sorely missed.
I am very fortunate to have been the benefi ciary of Rice University's enlightened policy on research leave and its generous support of the kind of travel that allowed me to present these chapters to audiences in many countries. I would especially like to thank former Dean of Humanities, Gary Wihl, and the current Dean, Nick Shumway, who encouraged and sustained this project. I would also like to acknowledge my colleagues in the Department of Philosophy. It is a blessing to work in a department where the standard of judgment is not whether something is "analytic" or "continental" but whether it is engaging philosophy.
I have learned much from my friends in other departments as well, in conversation with whom I have been able to say things in less formal (and so, more revealing) ways. In particular, John Zammito and I have engaged in a long-standing discussion over normativity and naturalism that has led me again and again to re-think my position. I do not expect this book to settle the matter. Christian Emden, Uwe Steiner, Cary Wolfe, and Harvey Yunis have been welcome intellectual interlocutors and sanity-maintaining friends. Finally, I am grateful to my students: Matthew Burch, Irene McMullin, Matthew Schunke, and William Smith. We worked together on these issues in seminar for some years, and I learned a tremendous amount from each of them.
Th e idea for the book emerged in a series of lectures on " Timely material support, allowing me to extend a sabbatical at a crucial juncture in the development of this project, was provided by a fellowship from the American Council of Learned Societies. Th ough this is not exactly the book I promised them, it is a book, and central chapters in it could not have been completed without help from the ACLS. I am very grateful for the privilege of working under its aegis.
Th e papers published here, almost without exception, were delivered as conference papers, oft en several times, and they went through changes each time based on the valuable feedback I received from those in the audience. Th ough these fellow contributors are too numerous to mention, I am grateful for the serious criticisms that came my way. An expression of gratitude of a diff erent sort is owed to the current and former directors of the International Society for Phenomenological Studies -William Blattner and Mark Wrathall -and to the members of the Society who, since 1999, attended its meetings. Most, though not all, of the chapters in this volume were aired at those meetings, and that has had a tremendous impact on their fi nal shape. With Hubert Dreyfus, whose work serves as both an inspiration and a foil for my own, Mark Wrathall founded the Society and directed it during its fi rst years, creating a context for cordial yet penetrating philosophical exchange. Upon assuming the directorship, William Blattner maintained those virtues and introduced others. Th is kind of contribution is rarely given the acknowledgment it is due, but I deeply appreciate what I have gained from those eff orts.
Bill Blattner also belongs on the list of those from whom I have learned the most in the Society's exchanges. Not only is his own work exemplary for its acuity and clarity, but his comments on an early version of Chapter 8 were a timely source of encouragement. Similar things can be said of several participants who are also good friends. With Mark Okrent I have
